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On June 3, Herberto Castillo, presidential candidate for the Socialist Party, withdrew from the race
in an attempt to unite all of Mexico's major leftist and nationalist parties behind a single candidate.
Castillo said the party would invite Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, son of former Mexican President Lazaro
Cardenas, to be its candidate. Cardenas is the populist National Democratic Front candidate.
During the weekend, Cardenas said he would be "honored" to accept the party's nomination,
describing Castillo's offer "a victory for the country's progressive forces and a transcendental
development in Mexican national life." With Castillo's withdrawal, five candidates were left in the
running for the July 6 elections. Former Minister of Budget and Planning, Carlos Salinas de Gortari,
who is the candidate of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), is expected to win. The
decision by Mexico's major leftist parties to unite is perceived as one of the most important political
developments in decades. According to some Mexican political analysts, the alliance enhances the
prospects for the left to emerge as the country's second largest political force after the voting. In
recent years, the most significant opposition force has been the right of center National Action Party
(PAN), which received 16% of the vote in the 1982 election. Cardenas, a 54-year-old engineer, is
a former member of the PRI who led a dissident faction within the party until breaking with his
former colleagues less than a year ago. He is a former governor of the state of Michoacan. Cardenas
has been running as the candidate of more than 15 parties and organizations, most of which have a
nationalist or social democratic cast. Castillo's party, formed in 1987, is a fusion of six leftist parties,
ranging from orthodox communists to non-Leninist socialists. (Basic data from New York Times,
06/06/88)
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